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 AS WE GATHER  

Today’s readings from Scripture call us 
to witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

We hear in the Holy Gospel how our Lord sends out the disciples. 
The Epistle tells how we are expected to be faithful witnesses— 

though distressed by various trials. 
The example of the disciples, as they taught and preached 

in spite of opposition from the Jewish Council, 
is a challenge also to us in our day. 

Luther took up the challenge 500 years ago. 
Now it is our turn to “obey God rather than men”.  ~Acts 5:29 

 
 PREPARATION  

 
Hymn  COME, YOU FAITHFUL, RAISE THE STRAIN  #487  

 
 INVOCATION  

P=Presider; C=Congregation 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! 
P Praise the LORD! 
C Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise Him in the heights! 
P Praise Him, all His angels; praise Him, all His hosts! 
C Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 
P Young men and maidens together, old men and children! 
C Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name alone is exalted. 
 His majesty is above earth and heaven. ~Psalm 148:1-2&11–13  

 

① 



 CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
PSALM 124:8  PSALM 130:3-4 

P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O LORD, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared. 
P Let us confess our sins, 
  confident of God’s grace, mercy, and forgiveness. 

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION ON THE WORD OF GOD AND FOR SELF-EXAMINATION 

P Gracious Lord, we give thanks that You have given us faith 
  by which we are able to witness to Your Easter victory. 
C We confess that too often we have remained silent 
  when confronted with the possibility of physical harm, 
  social shunning, and even unkind remarks from our neighbors. 
 Forgive us and strengthen us for witness. 
P We give thanks for the joy and hope Your resurrection provides. 
C We confess that too often in our daily living 
  we have let conflict, turmoil, and immorality 
  cloud that joy with sorrow and gloom. 
 Forgive us and strengthen us for witness. 
P We give thanks for the fellowship of believers we enjoy here in this place 
  and wherever we gather around Your Word. 
C We confess that we have not always demonstrated 
  the peace and forgiveness You brought to the disciples 
  on Easter evening. 
 Forgive us and strengthen us for witness. 
P Almighty God has given His Son to die for You, 
  and by raising Him to life again has declared 
  that the payment for your sins has been accepted. 
 He has given you His Holy Spirit that You may trust Him 
  for all things and serve Him in joy. 
 As a called and ordained servant of the our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  I therefore forgive you all your sins— 
  in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Alleluia, amen! 

 
 

②



Psalm 105:1-5&8  INTROIT 1 Peter 2:2-3 
P Like newborn infants, we long for the pure spiritual milk, 
C that by it we may grow up into salvation— 
  if indeed we have tasted that the Lord is good. 
P Oh, give thanks to the LORD; call upon His name; 
  make known His deeds among the peoples! 
C Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; tell of all His wondrous works! 
P Glory in His holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
C Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His presence continually! 
P Remember the wondrous works that He has done, 
  His miracles, and the judgments He uttered. 
C He remembers His covenant forever, 
  the word that He commanded, for a thousand generations.  

Glory be to the Father and to the  Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P Like newborn infants, we long for the pure spiritual milk, 
C that by it we may grow up into salvation— 
  if indeed we have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 

KYRIE  LORD, HAVE MERCY  LSB 186 
C ♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST 
LUKE 2:14  JOHN 1:29  LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C ♫ and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 
 We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
     we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory. 
 O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
 O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
     that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
 Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
     have mercy upon us. 
 For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
 Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
     art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

③  



 PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection 
  may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation 
  that Jesus is Lord and God— 
C through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
  who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
  now and forever. 
 Amen. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY  ACTS 5:29-42 

THE APOSTLES PREACH BOLDLY IN THE FACE OF OPPOSITION 
 

Peter and the apostles [said], “We must obey God rather than men. 
The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on 
a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these 
things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey 
him.” 
 

When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. But 
a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in 
honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside 
for a little while. And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you 
are about to do with these men. For before these days Theudas rose up, 
claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, 
joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and 
came to nothing. After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the 
census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, 
and all who followed him were scattered. So in the present case I tell 
you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or 
this undertaking is of man, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be 
able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they 
took his advice, and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them 
and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 
Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. And every day, in the temple and 
from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the 
Christ is Jesus. 
 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 

④



 GRADUAL  

ADAPTED FROM MATTHEW 28:7; HEBREWS 2:7; PSALM 8:6 
P Christ has risen from the dead. 
C God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor. 
P He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands; 
C He has put all things under His feet. 

EPISTLE  1 PETER 1:3-9 

REJOICING IN OUR FAITH AS IT IS TESTED 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to 
his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for 
a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so 
that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not 
seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe 
in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 

ALLELUIA  PRAISE GOD  LSB 190 
PLEASE STAND 

C ♫ Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

⑤ 



HOLY GOSPEL  JOHN 20:19-31 
“MY LORD AND MY GOD!” 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John,  the 20th chapter. 
C (LSB 190) ♫ Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 

locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he 

had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 

with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And 

when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 

the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 

you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 
 

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them 

when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 

Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the 

nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand 

into his side, I will never believe.” 
 

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 

here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. 

Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and 

my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 

me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which 

are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 

you may have life in his name. 
 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C (LSB 191) ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ! 

 PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
Hymn  THESE THINGS DID THOMAS COUNT AS REAL  #472 

TUNE #461 
 

⑥ 



SERMON  EASTERED!  JOHN 20:19-31 

A. Lock-In 
 1. Thomas isn’t the only doubter among Jesus’ disciples, either then or presently 
 2. The central issue: can/does the resurrected Lord really replace 
   the many other lords in our lives? 
B. Break-In 
 1. Jesus doesn’t wait until we express our doubt and unbelief but, rather, 
   comes with His peace and forgiveness 
 2. The central issue: the Lord sends us, still doubting and unbelieving, 
   with His peace and Spirit and forgiveness 

 OFFERING  
Hymn CREATE IN ME #956 

PLEASE STAND AS THE HYMN IS INTRODUCED 
While we worship the Lord with our offerings, please write your name(s) in the fellowship registers, 
indicating the date and time of the service you are attending. To help us serve you more effectively, 
please use the blanks provided to indicate a change in mailing address, phone numbers (home, 
work, cell, fax) or e-mail address(es). Please tear out the sheets with names on them and let them 
stick out of the top of the folder so that the ushers can collect them. Thank you! 

 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
P O God, your Son remained with his disciples after his resurrection, 
  teaching them to love all people as neighbors. 
C As his disciples in this age 
  we offer our prayers on behalf of the universe 
  in which we are privileged to live 
  and our neighbors with whom we share it. 
P Blessed are you, O God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  in whom we receive the legacy of a living hope, 
  born again not only from his death but also from his resurrection. 
C May we who have received forgiveness of sins 
  through the Holy Spirit live to set others free 
  until, at length, we enter the inheritance 
  that is imperishable and unfading, 
  where Christ lives and reigns with you and the same Spirit. 
 Amen. 

SPECIAL PETITIONS & PRAISES 
P Receive these prayers, O God, and transform us through them, 
C that we may have eyes to see and hearts to understand 
  not only what you do on our behalf but what you call us to do 

 so that your realm will come to fruition in glory. 
 Alleluia, amen!  

 

⑦ 



 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH  THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

(Sunday) 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended into hell.   
    The third day He rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
       and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy Christian Church,  
       the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic”, meaning the whole Church 

as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP CONTINUES ON PAGE 11 WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

⑧ 



CONFESSION OF FAITH  THE NICENE CREED 

(Saturday) 
C I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth 
       and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
    the only-begotten Son of God, 
    begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
    God of God, Light of Light, 
    very God of very God, 

    begotten, not made, 
    being of one substance with the Father, 
    by whom all things were made; 
    who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
    and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
    and was made man; 
    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
    He suffered and was buried. 
    And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
       and ascended into heaven 
    and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
    And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
       living and the dead, 
    whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the Lord and giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
    who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
       and glorified, 
    who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  
    I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  
    and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
    and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Us means all people. 
Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic”, meaning the whole 

Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine. 
 

⑨ 



 SACRAMENT  
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, 
our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His 
table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and 
loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, 
in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with our pastor or an elder. Alcohol-
removed white wine is offered in the center of the tray. 

 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34. 

 

PREFACE  LSB 194 
 

P The Lord be with you.  ~2 Timothy 4:22 
C ♫ And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts.  ~Colossians 3:1 
C ♫ We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. ~Psalm 136 
C ♫ It is meet and right so to do. 

 
 PROPER PREFACE  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks to You, Holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. 

C And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day 
  for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
  who showed Himself alive to the disciples and sent them 
  with peace and forgiveness as witnesses of the resurrection. 
P Therefore, with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, 
  and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
  with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven 
  we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
  evermore praising You and singing: 
 

SANCTUS  HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
ISAIAH 6:3  MATTHEW 21:9  LSB 195 

C ♫ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blesséd is He, blesséd is He, blesséd is He 

that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Sabaoth (SAH-bay-oath) is Hebrew for “heavenly hosts”. 
Hosanna is a Hebrew word of praise meaning “save us now”. 

 

⑩ 



 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

P Blessèd are You, Sovereign Lord, for in Your great mercy 
  You sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to be our Savior. 
C For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. 
P By His death He destroyed death, and by His rising 
  has given us eternal life. 
 By faith we are witnesses to our risen Lord. 
C Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, 
  faithfully eating His body given into death 
  and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation 
  until we pass through death to the promised land of life eternal. 
P Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 
C To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
  with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Alleluia, amen! 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  MATTHEW 6:9-13  LSB 196 
P Our Father who art in heaven… 
C ♫ For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP CONTINUES ON PAGE 12 WITH THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 WORDS OF OUR LORD  
MATTHEW 26:26–28  MARK 14:22–24  LUKE 22:19–20  1 CORINTHIANS 11:23–25 

 

PAX DOMINI  THE PEACE OF THE LORD  JOHN 20:19  LSB 197 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C ♫ Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI  LAMB OF GOD  JOHN 1:29  LSB 198 
C ♫ O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

grant us Thy peace. Amen. 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
 DISTRIBUTION  

Hymn  O SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF THE KING  #470 
Hymn AWAKE, MY HEART, WITH GLADNESS  #467 
 

⑪



NUNC DIMITTIS  SONG OF SIMEON  LUKE 2:29-32  LSB 199 
PLEASE STAND 

C ♫ Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 

which Thou has prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING  LSB 200 
P Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C ♫ and His mercy endureth forever. 
P Blessèd Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us. 
C Keep us in faith and favor 
  that we may live in You even as You live in us. 
 Preserve us as Your faithful witnesses now and into eternity,  
  for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and forever. 
 ♫ Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS  LSB 201  BENEDICTION 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C ♫ Thanks be to God. 
P Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious unto you. 
 The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace. 

~Numbers 6:24-26 
C ♫ Amen, amen, amen.   
 

Hymn  HE’S RISEN, HE’S RISEN  #480 
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